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Mr. Maenuson, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 3145] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3145) to provide the United States Coast Guard 
with broader authority with respect to the apprehension and delivery 
of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this proposed legislation is to amend section 508 of 
title 14, United States Code, so as to give the Coast Guard, pursuant 
to regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, authority 
to make such expenditures as may be deemed necessary for the appre- 
hension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. 

The existing language of 14 United States Code 508 (a) authorizes 
only the reimbursement of necessary expenses to certain designated 
civil officers who deliver deserters. This bill would authorize the 
reimbursement of necessary expenses to include persons other than 
civil officers, and it adds two additional classes of offenders, namely 
stragglers and prisoners. 

At the present time, the interservice policy of the Department of 
Defense relative to the delivery of deserters and absentees is to reim- 
burse any person or agency for reasonable expenses incurred incident 
to the return of such persons. Thus this bill would give the Coast 
Guard specific statutory authority to conform to the announced 
policy of the other Armed Forces. ‘The discipline of the Coast Guard 
would thereby be more completely integrated with that of the other 
Armed Forces, in accordance with the intent of the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. 

The authority which this bill would grant to the Coast Guard is 
similar to that granted to the Secretary of the Navy by section 22 of 
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the act of August 2, 1946 (60 Stat. 856), and to the Secretary of the 
Army by section 1 of the act of July 16, 1946 (60 Stat. 546). 

The Treasury Department requested the introduction of the bill 
and the Navy Department, on behalf of the Department of Defense, 
recommended its enactment. No objection to the bill has been 
received by your committee. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 10, 1982. 
Hon. Epwin C. JoHNSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CHarrMan: Your request for comment on S. 3145, a bill to 
amend section 508 of title 14, United States Code, to provide the United States 
Coast Guard with broader authority with respect to the apprehension and delivery 
of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners, has been assigned to this Department by 
the Secretary of Defense for the preparation of a report thereon expressing the 
views of the Department of Defense. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Coast Guard, under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating, to make expenditures as are deemed necessary for the apprehension 
and delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. 

The authority which this bill would grant to the Coast Guard is similar to that 
ranted to the Secretary of the Navy by section 22 of the act of August 2, 1946 
60 Stat. 856), which reads as follows: 

“The Secretary of the Navy is authorized to make such expenditures out of 
available naval appropriations as he may deem necessary for the apprehension 
and delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners and for the operation of shore 
patrols.” 

The Department of the Navy, on behalf of the Department of Defense, favors 
the enactment of this bill. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense in accord- 
ance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Department of the Navy has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget 
that there is no objection to the submission of this report on S. 3145 to the 
Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
G. L. Russe 1, 
Rear Admiral, United States Navy, 
Judge Advocate General of the Navy 
(For the Secretary of the Navy). 





AssIsTANT COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED StTaTEs, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 12, 1952. 
Hon. Epwin C. JoHNson, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate. 


My Dear Mr. Cuatrrman: Reference is made to your letter of May 12, 1952, 
acknowledged by telephone on May 15, 1952, enclosing a copy of 8S. 3145, Eighty- 
second Congress, second session, entitled “A bill to amend section 508 of title 14, 
United States Code, to provide the United States Coast Guard with broader 
authority with respect to the apprehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, 
and prisoners,”’ and requesting the comments of this office with reference thereto. 

The proposed legislation provides for the amendment of the analysis of chapter 
13 of title 14, United States Code, entitled ‘“‘Coast Guard,’ as amended, by striking 
out the item ‘508. Deserters; arrest of by civil authorities; penalties,” and in 
lieu thereof inserting “508. Deserters; payment of expenses incident to appre- 
hension and delivery; penalties,’ and for the amendment of section 508 of that 
title, as added by section 16 of the act of May 5, 1950 (64 Stat. 148), to read: 

“‘(a) The Coast Guard may, pursuant to regulations prescribed by the Secre- 
tary, make such expenditures as are deemed necessary for the apprehension and 
delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. 
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“(b) No person who is convicted by court martial for desertion from the Coast 
Guard in time of war, and as the result of such conviction is dismissed or dis- 
honorably discharged from the Coast Guard shall afterward be enlisted, appointed, 
or commissioned in any military or naval service under the United States, unless 
the disability resulting from desertion, as established by this section, is removed 
by a board of commissioned officers of the Coast Guard convened for consideration 
of the case, and the action of the board is approved by the Secretary; or unless 
he is restored to duty in time of war.”’ 

Such amendment to section 508, if enacted, would effect a change in subpara- 
graph (a) only, subparagraph (b) in the proposed legislation being identical to 
subparagraph (b) of the existing law. 

Subparagraph (a) of the existing law provides: 

“(a) Any civil officer having authority to arrest offenders under the laws of 
the United States or of any State, Territory, or District, may arrest summarily a 
deserter from the Coast Guard and deliver him into the custody of Coast Guard 
authorities. The Commandant may, pursuant to applicable regulations, provide 
for reimbursement for the transportation and other necessary expenses to effect- 
uate such delivery.” 

Such provisions, it will be noted, refer only to arrest and delivery by certain 
civil authorities of deserters from the Coast Guard and authorize reimbursement 
for the transportation and other necessary expenses to effectuate such delivery. 
Existing legislation of the Army and Air Force, contained in the annual appropria- 
tion acts for those services (currently in the act of October 18, 1951, 65 Stat. 426, 
443), and of the Navy, section 22, act of August 2, 1946 (60 Stat. 856, 34 U.S. C. 
606), contains specific authority for those services to make such expenditures as 
are deemed necessary for the apprehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, 
and prisoners. The enactment of the proposed legislation would place the Coast 
Guard substantially on a parity with the other Armed Forces of the United States 
as to statutory authority relating to the apprehension and delivery of deserters, 
stragglers, and prisoners of that service and this Office perceives no objection to 
its favorable consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
FrRANK L. YATEs, 
Assistant Comptroller General of the United States. 


May 16, 1952. 
Hon. Epwin C. JoHNson, 


Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 3145), to amend section 508 of title 
14, United States Code, to provide the United States Coast Guard with broader 
authority with respect to the apprehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, 
and prisoners. 

The bill would amend section 508 of title 14, United States Code, so as to give 
the Coast Guard, pursuant to regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, authority to make such expenditures as may be deemed necessary for 
the apprehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. The Coast 
Guard would thereby have specific authority to conform to the procedures and 
policies of the Department of Defense in such matters. 

The Department of Justice would have no objection to the enactment of this 
measure. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


CHANGES JN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with the amendment to rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate set forth in Senate Resolution 95, Eighty-first 
Congress, first session, changes in existing law made by the bill (S. 
1907) as reported are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be 
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omitted is enclosed in*black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing Jaw in which_no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Section 508 or Tirie 14, Unrrep States Cope 


§508. [Deserters; arrest of by {civil authorities; penalties.]_ Deserters; pay- 
ment of expenses incident to apprehension and delivery; penalties. 


(a) [Any civil officer having authority to arrest offenders under the laws of 
the United States or of any State, Territory, or District, may arrest summarily 
a deserter from the Coast Guard and deliver him to the custody of Coast Guard 
authorities. The Commandant may, pursuant to applicable regulations, pro- 
vide for reimbursement for the transportation and other necessary expenses to 
effecuate such delivery.] The Coast Guard may, pursuant to regulations pre- 
scribed by the Secretary, make such expenditures as are deemed necessary for the 
apprehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. 

(b) No person who is convicted by court-martial for desertion from the Coast 
Guard in time of war, and as the result of such conviction is dismissed or dis- 
honorably discharged from the Coast Guard shall afterward be enlisted, ap- 
pointed, or commissioned in any military or naval service under the United 
States, unless the disability resulting from desertion, as established by this 
section is removed by a board of commissioned officers of the Coast Guard con- 
vened for consideration of the case, and the action of the board is approved by 
the Secretary; or unless he is restored to duty in time of war. 


O 








